
Happy New Year, and welcome to 2024! 

As we walk back through this past year and look at where God has allowed us to work and minister to 
people around us, we once again are both amazed, blessed, and thankful for His hand of Mercy and 
Grace upon this ministry. 

   2023 started with a very big purpose that had been building for the past 5 years. We were finally 
able to build a warehouse/ministry building that would serve our needs to serve others. To most this 
was just a barn, but for us we saw an avenue to bring all of our assets together in one place and being 
able to serve more efficiently on a daily basis. 

    This goal met reality over the first few months as we began to reach out for a contractor to build it, 
many calls to area builders brought no results and like most of us who “hit” that wall in trying to move 
in a direc�on that we feel is within God’s will, frustra�on and doubt crept in and brought us as well as 
our spirit down, this brought ques�ons, where to now, is this not God’s will. This went on for about 3 
months; we were becoming desperate to keep moving. 

    These feelings affected our ministry and slowed our progress of serving, you see we had fallen into 
that age-old trap; it was all about us and our need! We were more focused on us than on those around 
us that we are here to serve. 

    Even in this humanness God con�nued to bless our ministry as we moved forward, our bulk food 
distribu�on keeps growing every year as well as new partnerships with other ministries and churches. 
I think this group of partners filled our �me to allow us to get back a drive to serve and keep it 
together in these months of ques�ons. 

    Almost three years ago we were given the opportunity to work and minister on a weekly basis in a 
men’s rehab, on average there are about 50 men living here in a nine month program, of rebuilding 
their lives, finding purpose and for some finding God and how only he can restore what came by living 
a world view. This has been one of our most rewarding �mes each week as we share Christ. For the 
first couple of years there were only two of us, with an occasional guest in this ministry. We ended the 
year with a team of about eight men commited to this ministry on a weekly basis, building 
rela�onships and showing Grace to those who needed to hear more about who Jesus is and could be 
in their life. But this also brings new purpose to our lives as well as focusing on their needs, not ours! 

Our cooking events this past year were exci�ng as we were able to expand our offering of foods 
prepared. Not only smoked chicken and BBQ we now added fish fries, Low Country Boils and steak 
cooks, we even did a corn dog from scratch meal for a children’s summer event. Our cook team has 
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expanded to a group of over a dozen men who now gather to fellowship as well as work to the Glory 
of God. at each event. 

    Ignite men’s ministry  con�nues into our 5th or 6th year, this event which is held once a month see’s 
men coming together for a meal followed by a �me to open ourselves to hard ques�ons about what 
living a life in Christ means to us on a daily basis, how we fail so many �mes and share with others the 
struggles as well as the brightness of life when we seem to get it right. We have seen this group both 
grow and shrink over the years, each month bringing those who just need to be there. 

    Praise God, this past year did not bring a call for us to go into a disaster, we did however support 
other groups whose call was to go. This could not have been more clear than in November when the 
Tornado hit middle Tennessee. We felt a need to go but a�er reaching out for support and also calling 
for help ge�ng set up, we were met with near silence, repeated calls into the area were not returned. 
A�er a few days we found out that most of the disaster work was taken care of locally. We shi�ed our 
resources to another ministry who did go and just needed some monetary help covering expenses. 
Another lesson from God! WAIT for MY CALL. 

    You see, in spite of our selfishness, our all about us views early on in the year; God con�nued to 
bless our efforts and ministry opportuni�es throughout this past year. We did find a contractor, our 
building is up and now being used, not complete but s�ll usable, our freezers in place and available. As 
we progress into 2024, we hope to see comple�on of all of the interior work in the next couple of 
months. We are currently awai�ng the arrival of a forkli� and steel shelving to allow the full use of 
storage. This will then let us re-gather assets that have been stored over these last 5 years without 
anywhere to store and work. Looking back over �me o�en brings reality! Wai�ng on God is not always 
easy, but I am so Thankful that God does not deal in frustra�on, and neither should we. But o�en we 
all need to be able to evaluate the past, if only to get a beter understanding of our future as God 
wants for us. 

     We now need to look forward to this new year of 2024, we have seen our past, our triumphs, our 
failures, and hopefully we have learned from each. Now it is �me to Pray and seek out what God has 
in store for us in His future, His will and allow Him to guide us into Ministry as He sees fit. 

     In closing, be assured that without you and others who trust us to fulfill God’s task this year, we are 
Thankful. Thankful for your prayers, your dona�ons, your willingness to hold us accountable in our 
efforts but most of all your Love for both God as well as 2nd Genesis Ministries. Our Pray is that you to 
might look back only to be assured of where God wants to take you, use you, and give you peace with 
His answers. 

Many many Thanks for your support in this past year, and hopefully in 2024. 

In Christ we share,
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